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Dissemination 
of information
Dissemination 
of information
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An Icelandic sad sagaAn Icelandic sad saga
We experienced a significantly increase:
◦ Moisture problems in buildings
◦ Mold
◦ Illness 

Several big buildings have been evacuated
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Why are so little emphasis on
durability?

Why are so little emphasis on
durability?

One hypothesis is:

Due to lack of knowledge?
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Last decade, 
mold problems has 
increased exponentially 

Last decade, 
mold problems has 
increased exponentially 
In Iceland
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Is “mold” problem
an epidemic in Iceland ?
Is “mold” problem
an epidemic in Iceland ?
How was it before ?
What has changed ?
More moisture in houses?
Saving energy?
More illness now ?
New building material ?
◦ More food for mold ?

Tightness ?
Ventilation
◦ Natural or mechanical ?

Workmanship ?

Ný
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New techniques 
New solutions
New techniques 
New solutions

Doctoral thesis of 
Ævars Harðarsson
NTNU
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Up to ¾ damage in buildings can
be attributed to mosture problems
Up to ¾ damage in buildings can
be attributed to mosture problems

Byggt á gögnum á tímabilinu 1993‐2002 (SINTEF Byggforsk skadedatabase)

(Geving, 2011) 



VSS‐DK 2017 31.8.2017

Olafur HWallevik 4

Rb

Mold
moisture, food, temp. & time
Mold
moisture, food, temp. & time
Rainfall

Leaks from pipes and ...
◦ Including accident due to negligence

Humidity
◦ Including due to ventilation

Water from foundation and 
surroundings
◦ Including Humidity through the external 

walls and floors

Humidity in building materials
◦ Including in concrete

Other moisture sources

Why is 
moisture in 
our buildings?

Why is 
moisture in 
our buildings?

Apart from accidents 
moisture comes from:

- Human activity

- Faults - Leakage

Results in inside air 
getting more humid
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Behind a bookshelfBehind a bookshelf

Myglusveppir í horni bak við bókaskáp þar sem raki
þéttist í herbergisloftinu ofan við og lak niður
vegginn. www.ni.is
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We should not import 
problems

We should not import 
problems

NB:

We have already plenty of them?
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Their house was eatenTheir house was eaten
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Furniture beetle (borebiller)Furniture beetle (borebiller)
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Furniture beetle (borebiller)Furniture beetle (borebiller)
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Is ok to spendIs ok to spend
Millions …

Hundreds of millions …

Or even billions …

on maintenance

And almost nothing in preventive measure?
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But why do we so much mold problems?

Why are people so sick now?

But why do we so much mold problems?

Why are people so sick now?
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New and old 
houses
New and old 
houses

Rb

50 new houses50 new houses
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Some potential problems?Some potential problems?
Cladding
◦ Windows, walls, roof, …

Piping 

Damaged moisture barrier

Ground water

To high relative humidity (> 80%)

Thermal bridge

Ventilation
◦ Natural
◦ Mechanical 
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Already 25 mill DKK in evaluation
Repair from 100 to 200 mill DKK
Already 25 mill DKK in evaluation
Repair from 100 to 200 mill DKK
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So when you here about mold in Iceland 
Tell yourself:
So when you here about mold in Iceland 
Tell yourself:

Here we need knowledge
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RemarksRemarks
Moisture problem and mold are serious issues in Iceland
◦ This has increased exponentially last decade

People are sick

We need help
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RemarksRemarks
Moisture problem and mold are serious issues in Iceland
◦ This has increased exponentially last decade

People are sick

We need help
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Mygla-2019
Nordisk vannskaðeseminar 2019 ?
Mygla-2019
Nordisk vannskaðeseminar 2019 ?
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Thank you DenmarkThank you Denmark
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Welcome to Reykjavik and taste myglaWelcome to Reykjavik and taste mygla


